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20. Yiizyilda Trakya’da Kesfedilen Linyit Madenleri ve Bu Madenlerin Cikarilmasi
ile Ilgili Ortaya Cikan Sorunlar

Oya Daglar Macar'

! Prof. Dr.; Istanbul Ticaret Universitesi, Siyaset Bilimi ve Uluslararasi {liskiler Boliimii, Istnabul, Tiirkiye.
E-posta: oyadr@ticaret.edu.tr; ORCID: 0000-0002-8163-8721.

Sanayi devrimi ile birlikte ortaya ¢ikan makinelesme ve ulasim teknolojileri enerji ihtiyacin1 dogurmustur.
Yirminci ylizyilin basina kadar en 6nemli enerji kaynagi komiirdii. 19. ylizyilda Osmanli Devleti’nin kdmiir
ihtiyaci giderek artt1. Ciinkii 1830°larin baglarinda 6nce donanma ve tersanede ardindan tophanede baslayan
kiigiik endiistri adimlar1 i¢in komiir ¢ok dnemli bir ihtiyag haline gelmisti. Donanmaya alinan buharli savas
gemilerinin yakiti i¢in kdmiir gerekiyordu. Devletin en 6nemli yatirim ve gelisme alanlarindan biri olarak
gordiigli demiryollar i¢in de komiir vazgegilmez bir enerji kaynagiydi. Ayrica komiiriin bir 1stnma araci
olarak kullanim alanlarinin her gegen giin artmasi, onu daha da degerli hale getirdi. Yiizyilin baginda
ozellikle imparatorlugun baskenti olan Istanbul’da kamu kurumlari, imalat sektorleri ve tiiketici kesimler,
daha sonra da yalilar, koskler, saraylar ve diger hanelerde komiir kullanimi hizla yayilmaya devam etti. Bu
durum Osmanli Devleti’ni daha fazla komiir arayisina itti.

Osmanli Imparatorlugu'nda komiir iiretimi ve isletmeciligi 19. yiizyilda Anadolu'da zengin maden
yataklarmin kesfedilmesiyle basladi. Trakya bolgesinin Osmanli Imparatorlugu'nun en énemli linyit
havzalarindan biri oldugu 19. yiizyilin ikinci yarisinda anlasildi. Edirne vilayetine bagli Gelibolu
sancagiin Kesan, Malkara ve Sarkdy ilgelerinde komiir madenleri kesfedildi.

Klasik donemde Osmanli madenleri seriat hiikiimlerine gére yiiriitiiliiyordu. Oncelik resmi kurumlarin
ihtiyacim1 karsilamakti. Fakat 19. Yiizyilda Osmanli Imparatorlugu’nun maden politikalar1 degisti.
Kapitalistlesme c¢abalarina bagl olarak, yabanci devletlerle maden konusunda ticari antlagmalar yapildi.
Bu antlagsmalar pek ¢ok yabanci yatirrmcinin Osmanli topraklarindaki madenlere ilgisini arttirdi. Devlet de
madenlerin ¢ikarilmast konusundaki bilgi, teknoloji ve altyapr yetersizliginden dolayi, yabanci
yatirimcilarin Osmanli topraklarindaki madenleri ¢ikarmasina destek verdi. Bu konuda bir¢ok yasal
diizenlemeler yapti. Fakat baz1 bolgeler askeri ve stratejik olarak dnemli konumda yer aldigindan yabanci
yatirimeilarin bu bolgelerde maden ¢ikarmalari sorun olusturdu. Bu alanlardan biri de Trakya bolgesidir.
Bu bolgede yer alan Kesan, kiigiik bir yerlesim yeri olmasina ragmen, Dogu Trakya’nin savunmasi igin
kritik 6nemi olan savunma hatlarinin ve bazi askeri yapilarin bulundugu bir yerdir. Dolayisiyla madenlerle
ilgili tiim diizenlemelerin hassasiyetle yiiriitiilmesi bilylik 6nem tagimaktadir.

Maden Nizamnamesi'nde yapilan yeni diizenlemelere gore Kesan'daki komiir madenlerinin isletilmesi 99
yilligina Fransiz vatandas1 Auguste Rivet ve Avusturya-Macaristan vatandagsi Silvio Bossas adl1 iki yabanci
yatirimciya verildi. Ancak bolgenin stratejik ve askeri onemi, bu durumun giivenligi tehlikeye atabilecegi
endisesini dogurdu. Kesan havzasinin ve dzellikle Ibrice Limani'nin bulundugu yerler hem endiistriyel hem
de askeri agidan 6nemliydi. Burasi 2. Ordu'nun hareket alani oldugu i¢in askeri tesislerin bulundugu énemli
bir bdlgeydi. Ibrice limani ise kémiir sevkiyat1 i¢in uygun olmakla birlikte kagak mallarin rahatlikla
gecirilmesine de elverigliydi. Maden arama ve ¢ikarma icin bolgede yapilacak kazilar, haritalandirma ve
yabancilarin bolgeye tasinmasi bolgenin giivenligi icin tehlikeli goriililyordu. Bu nedenle yabanci
yatirimcilara verilen ihale gozden gecirildi. Yapilan incelemede siirecte herhangi bir yasal sorun olmadigi
anlasildi. Kesan'da komiir ¢ikarmanin avantajlar1 da degerlendirildi. Buradaki komiir madeni bdlgenin
kalkinmasia katki saglayabilir. Ayrica hem yerli kdmiir ihtiyacin1 karsilamak hem de ihracat ile tilke
gelirine katki saglamak icin kullanilabilirdi. Tim bu kosullar goz Oniinde bulundurularak yabanci
yatirimcilarin bolgeye 6zgii bazi 6nlemler altinda komiir madenini isletmesine izin verildi.
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Maden miihendisi ve ustabasi disinda higbir yabancinin maden ¢ikarmak iizere bolgeye girmesine izin
verilmemesi, madende ¢alistirilacak tiim ig¢ilerin yerel halktan se¢ilmesi ve bolgenin siirekli gézlem altinda
tutulmasi bu Onlemlerin en oOnemlileriydi. Bu diizenlemelerle Kesan linyit madeninde madencilik
faaliyetlerine baslandi. Ancak 1912 yilinda Balkan Savaslar1 bagladi. Trakya bolgesi savas alaninin bir
parcasiydi. Bu nedenle komiir madenlerinin isletilmesi durduruldu. Savas sonrasinda komiir madenleri
zarar goren, ihale siireleri uzatilmayan ve maddi zarara ugrayan yerli ve yabanci yatirimcilar devlete
bagvurdu. Savas kosullarinin yol ac¢tig1 bu sorunlar nedeniyle devlet bolgeye 6zgii yeni kararlar aldi. Tiim
bu gelismeler bolgenin ne kadar 6zel oldugunu ve devlet i¢cin 6nemini agikca ortaya koymustur.

Bu tebligin amaci, 20. yiizyilda linyit komiir madenlerini, Kesan 6rnegi iizerinden inceleyerek, Osmanl
Imparatorlugu i¢in 6nemini ortaya koymaktir. Bu dénem yapilan yasal diizenlemeler iilkemizdeki maden
politikalarmin temelini olugturmaktadir.

Bu bir mikro tarih ¢alismasidir. Tebligde tarihsel aragtirma yontemi kullanilmigtir. Bu alandaki ¢aligmalar
cok sinirli oldugu i¢in konu agirlikli olarak Cumhurbagkanligi Osmanl arsivlerindeki belgeler 15181nda ele
alinacaktir. Osmanli Devleti'nin komiir politikast hem donemin sartlarina hem de uluslararasi politikaya
bagli olarak degismistir. Bu arada komiirle ilgili yasal diizenlemeler de bolgenin dnemine gore zaman
zaman farkli uygulamalar 6ngérmistiir. Kesan linyit komiirleri bu konuda 6nemli bir 6rnektir.

Bu tebligde genel olarak, komiir madenlerinin yerleri, komiir imtiyazlari, ¢ikarilan komiiriin nerede ve nasil
kullanildig1 iizerinde durulacaktir. Caligmada ayrica linyit komiirli igletmelerinin imtiyazinin Fransiz ve
Avusturya-Macaristan uyruklu iki yabanciya verilmesinden sonra Osmanli makamlar1 arasinda yasanan
tartismalara da deginilmektedir. Bu tartismalar sadece Kesan madenlerinin 6zelliklerini degil, ayni
zamanda bolgenin Osmanli devleti i¢in askeri ve ticari dnemini de anlamamiza yardimer olacak bilgiler
sunmaktadir. Ozetle, sunumda Kesan linyit madenlerinin bolgeye getirdigi avantajlar ve madenlerle ilgili
sorunlarin yasal diizenlemeler ¢ergevesinde nasil ¢oziildiigii arsiv belgeleri 1s1g1nda ele alinacaktir.

Anahtar Kelimeler: Linyit madeni, Maden Nizamnamesi, Anadolu madenleri, Kesan, Gelibolu, Ibrice
Limani, Osmanli maden politikalar.
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In the 20th Century, the Discovered Lignite Mines in Thrace and the Problems
Related to the Extraction of These Mines

The mechanization and transportation technologies that emerged with the Industrial Revolution created
energy needs. Until the beginning of the 20th century, the most important source of energy was coal.

In the 19th century, the Ottoman Empire's need for coal gradually increased, because coal had become a
very important need for the small industrial steps that started in the early 1830s, first in the navy and
shipyard and then in the artillery. Coal was needed to fuel the steamship warships acquired by the navy.
Coal was also an indispensable energy source for the railroads, which the state considered one of the most
critical areas of investment and development. Moreover, the increasing use of coal as a means of heating
made it even more valuable. At the turn of the century, especially in Istanbul, the capital of the empire, the
use of coal continued to spread rapidly in public institutions, manufacturing sectors, consumer sectors, and
later in mansions, palaces, and other households. Therefore, this need pushed the Ottoman Empire to seek
more coal.

Coal production and management in the Ottoman Empire began in the 19th century thanks to the discovery
of rich mineral deposits in Anatolia. In the second half of the 19th century, the Thrace region was one of
the most essential lignite basins in the Ottoman Empire. Coal mines were discovered in the Kesan, Malkara,
and Sarkoy districts of the Gallipoli sanjak, which was part of the Edirne province.

In the classical period, Ottoman mining was carried out according to Sharia law. The priority was to meet
the needs of official institutions. However, the mining policies of the Ottoman Empire changed in the 19th
century. Commercial agreements were made with foreign states on mining in line with the capitalization
efforts. These treaties increased the interest of many foreign investors in the mines in Ottoman lands. Due
to the need for knowledge, technology, and infrastructure in extracting minerals, the state supported foreign
investors in extracting minerals in Ottoman lands. It made many legal arrangements in this regard.
However, since some regions were militarily and strategically important, it has been problematic for foreign
investors mining in these regions. One of these areas was the Thrace region. Although Kesan is a small
settlement in this region, defense lines and some military structures are critical for defending Eastern
Thrace. Therefore, it is of great importance that all regulations regarding mines are carried out with
sensitivity.

As per the new regulations enacted in the Mining Bylaw, two foreign investors named Auguste Rivet, a
French citizen, and Silvio Bossas, an Austro-Hungarian citizen, were appointed to operate the coal mines
in Kesan for 99 years. However, the strategic and military importance of the region gave rise to concern
that this situation might compromise security. The locations of the Kesan basin and especially the Ibrice
Port were of both industrial and military significance. Since this was the area of action for the 2nd Army,
it was an important area where military facilities were. Ibrice port, on the other hand, was suitable for coal
shipments but also for passing through smuggled goods effortlessly. The excavations, mapping, and
movement of foreigners in the region for mineral exploration and extraction were considered dangerous for
the security of the region. Therefore, the tender awarded to foreign investors was reviewed. In the review,
it was understood that there was no legal problem in the process. The advantages of extracting coal in Kesan
were also evaluated. The coal mine here could contribute to the development of the region. In addition, it
could be used to meet domestic coal needs and contribute to the country's income with exports. Considering
all these conditions, foreign investors could operate the coal mine under certain precautions specific to the
region.
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The most important measures were that no foreigners other than mining engineers and headworker were
allowed in region to extract minerals, all workers to be employed in mining were to be recruited from local
people and the region was kept under constant observation. With these arrangements, mining operations
started in the Kesan lignite mine. However, the Balkan Wars began in 1912. The Thrace region was part of
the battlefield. Therefore, the operation of coal mines ceased. Domestic and foreign investors whose coal
mines were damaged after the war, whose tender periods were not extended, and who suffered financial
losses appealed to the state. Due to these problems caused by the war conditions, the state took new
decisions specific to the region. These developments clearly revealed the region's importance and
importance for the state.

This paper aims to analyze lignite coal mines in the 20th century through the example of Kesan and to
reveal their importance for the Ottoman Empire. The legal regulations made during this period constitute
the basis of our country's mining policies. The article used the historical research method as a micro-history
study. Since the studies in this field are very limited, we aimed to explain the subject mainly in the light of
the documents in the Ottoman archives of the Presidency. The coal policy of the Ottoman Empire changed
depending on the time conditions and international politics. Meanwhile, legal regulations related to coal
stipulated different implementations, occasionally depending on the region's importance. Kesan lignite
coals are an important example in this regard.

This paper reports the locations of coal mines and concessionaires and where and how the extracted coal is
used. The study also addresses the discussions between the Ottoman authorities after the concession of the
lignite coal enterprises was awarded to two foreigners of French and Austro-Hungarian nationality. These
discussions provide information that will help us understand the characteristics of the Kesan mines and the
region's military and commercial importance for the Ottoman state. In the paper, the advantages brought
by the Kesan lignite mines to the region and how the problems related to the mines were resolved within
the framework of legal regulations were explained in the light of the archive documents.

Key Words: Lignite mine, Mining Regulations, Anatolian mines, Kesan, Gelibolu, Ibrice Port, Ottoman
mining policies.
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